
PDF excerpt…
Please enjoy this free sample.
"Hospice Care, A Physician's 
Guide," is available to order 
on our website.

Thank you for your support 
of Oregon Hospice!

www.oregonhospice.org



2

Table of Contents

Physician’s Role in Hospice and Palliative Care .......... 7

Preparing Patients for Hospice Care ............................. 9

Suggestions for Delivering Difficult  News ............ 10
Common Questions from Patient and Families ..... 12

Utilizing the Hospice Team........................................... 13

How to Refer to Hospice ............................................ 13
Ongoing Care ............................................................... 14
Extending Care Through the Hospice Team........... 15
Hospice Interdisciplinary Team................................ 16

Where Hospice Care is Provided ................................. 17

Hospice in the Home .................................................. 17
Hospice in the Inpatient Setting ................................ 18
Residential Hospice .................................................... 18
Hospice in Long Term Care Facilities ...................... 19

Foreword by Terry L. Connor, D.O. .................................................. 5
Northwest Osteopathic Medical Foundation, Grants Committee



3

How Hospice and Palliative Care Are Paid For......... 20

Medicare Hospice Benefit .......................................... 20
Benefits Covered by Medicare under the

Hospice Benefit ...................................................... 22
Reimbursement for Physicians under Medicare .... 23
Physician Billing Guidelines for Medicare .............. 25
Hospice Medicaid/Oregon Health Plan .................. 26
Private and Employer Hospice Plans ....................... 26
Non-Medicare-Certified Hospice Services .............. 26

For More Information .................................................... 27

Oregon Hospice Association Statement
on End-of-Life Decisions ............................................... 27

Bibliography and Other Sources .................................. 28

Appendices

A. Hospice Care Enhances Dignity and Peace
As Life Nears Its End........................................... 30

B. Hospice – Determining Terminal Status .......... 35

C. Palliative Performance Scale .............................. 59

D. Karnofsky Performance Status Scale ................ 64

E. New York Heart Association
Functional Classification ..................................... 65

F. Functional Assessment Staging
(FAST) Scale: Dementia ....................................... 66

G. Typical Time Course of Alzheimer’s Disease .. 68

$



The consequences 
of late hospice 
admissions may 
be a series of
delayed or missed
opportunities 
for successful 
symptom control 
and emotional 
support.



The physician is a key member of the 
hospice team. From initiating the 
discussion about hospice to signing the 
death certificate,the physician s 
involvement is crucial to the patient, 
family and other members of the 
hospice team. Yet many physicians, 
especially those who refer to hospice 
only occasionally, may not be aware of 
the full range of services offered by 
hospice or the tremendous growth 
experience at the end of life that can 
occur within patients and families.


